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This email, entitled Looking to Sunday ™ , focuses on the Gospel Reading for the coming 
Sunday. It prepares readers to hear God’s Word at Mass and it offers a point of reflection to 

consider in the days leading to Sunday. Looking to Sunday is written by Father Tom Iwanowski 
 

MOVED & UNMOVED 
 

Imagine you were walking down the street and suddenly some strangers stopped their car and 
asked you for directions to the local library. They said they were anxious to get there since 
reporters and correspondents from every major news service in the country had suddenly 
converged on the place. Those strangers wanted to get to that library as quickly as possible to 
see what amazing thing might be taking place or what famous person might be inside the 
building. 
 

After giving them directions and seeing them drive away what would you do? Most of us would 
head in the direction of the library. Curiosity and the desire to be part of something great would 
get us moving. 
 

In this Sunday's Gospel (Matthew 2:1-12) for the Feast of the Epiphany we hear of a group of 
people who do nothing when confronted with a similar situation. Matthew writes "behold magi 
from the east arrived in Jerusalem saying 'Where is the newborn king of the Jews? We saw his 
star at its rising and have come to do him homage.'"   
 

The strangers are directed to Bethlehem. For as the scribes inform King Herod "for thus it has 
been written through the prophet: And you, Bethlehem, land of Judah, are by no means least 
among the rulers of Judah; since from you shall come a ruler, who is to shepherd my people 
Israel." 
 

Directions in hand, the strangers rush off to Bethlehem, but Herod, the chief priests, the 
scribes, and the residents of Jerusalem stay put. Herod, the most threatened by the news, only 
asks the strangers for a report on their way home. Why didn't those who were asked for 
directions go off to Bethlehem to see the wondrous thing that had taken place? 
 

Were they skeptics who put little faith in the prophecies of old? Were they suspicious of reports 
delivered by strangers? Were they doubtful that anything of real importance could ever happen 
in a village like Bethlehem? Were they so set in their ways that they did not want any person or 
any event to change things? Were they just too busy to bother? 
 

Who knows? 
 

What we do know is that the same thing happens today. The Church proclaims "Joy to the 
world! The Lord has come," yet most of the earth does not receive her King. The Church calls 
out to the faithful "O come let us adore him," yet many Christians go about life as usual rarely 
joining the Church in prayer. The Church announces "Peace on earth, and mercy mild, God and 
sinners reconciled," yet so many refuse God's gift of forgiveness and continue to walk in 
darkness. Much of the Christian world that has heard the Gospel behaves like the people of 



Jerusalem did when they were approached by the magi. They listen for a moment, get excited 
for a moment, but then go back to life as usual. 
 

This Sunday as we hear of the magi, we can rejoice that we are like them. They made their way 
to Bethlehem, when so many others did not, because God touched their heart. And that is why 
Sunday after Sunday we make our way to the altar of the Lord. God moves us. God touches our 
heart.  
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Best wishes for a New Year filled with God's Presence and Love! 
 


